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PLATE LVII
ASSOCIATIONS OF BOYS

i, 2. TWO SECTIONS OF A PAINTED FRIEZE WHICH
ADORNED THE WALLS OF A PUBLIC BUILDING IN
OSTIA. The frieze represented, no doubt, the religious calendar
of an association of young boys. The building therefore was
probably the house ^ of this association. The first picture
represents an open-air sanctuary of Artemis or Diana. Some
of the members with torches in their hands worship the god-
dess ; others with baskets of fruit or grapes and with grapes
suspended on their standards are moving in a procession.
Their leader gives them an order. They carry two standards
with portrait busts on them. Gaius and Lucius Caesar, the
grandsons and adopted sons of Augustus, the principes iuven-
tutis, are probably represented. The ceremony takes place
apparently in the evening in autumn at the time of vintage.
The second picture represents a religious ceremony probably at
the opening of navigation in spring. A ship is carried on a wagon.
The two priests of the association, crowned with flowers, are
making a libation. A standard with three busts (Augustus,
Gaius, and Lucius) is carried by a boy who holds in his left
hand a wreath of flowers. The time appears to be early spring.
ist cent. A. D. Vatican, Rome.
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